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THE RELIGIONS OF SYRIA 

There has long been need for an authoritative book on the religious 
sects of modern Syria and Palestine. Such a work has now appeared 
in the Bross Lectures for 1908 which have just been published in an 
expanded form. 1 Dr. Bliss, the author, possesses peculiar qualifica- 
tions for his task, inasmuch as he was born in Syria, speaks Arabic 
fluently, and has had long experience through residence in the country. 
His book is a careful and elaborate collation of materials derived both 
from personal observation and from study of the best native and 
European literary authorities. 

The opening chapter is devoted to a sketch of the historical develop- 
ment of the innumerable sects, Jewish, Christian, and Muhammadan, 
that flourish in adjacent villages and in adjacent quarters of the cities 
of the land; and some remarks are made upon the survivals of primi- 
tive heathen superstitions that are common to all the sects, and upon 
certain rites that are borrowed from one sect by another. The Muham- 
madans, for instance, sometimes receive Christian baptism because they 
believe that it destroys a certain odor, peculiar to themselves, which 
attracts ghosts. They also have their children carried in Christian 
religious processions in order to protect them from disease. It is a 
pity that more space could not have been devoted to this extremely 
interesting part of the discussion, in regard to which Dr. Bliss is com- 
petent to speak as an authority. 

In the second chapter the author discusses the constitution of the 
eastern churches, namely, the Greek Orthodox, the Jacobite, or Old 
Syrian, and the Uniates, or sections of the old churches, that have 
made submission to the papacy, among which the Maronites are the 
most conspicuous, as the only one of the eastern churches that has gone 
over entirely to Rome. In connection with the Greek Orthodox church 
there is a particularly interesting discussion of the recent national 
movement which aims to throw off the tyranny of the foreign, Greek- 
speaking ecclesiastics, and to secure a native Arabic-speaking hierarchy. 

The third chapter contains an account of the liturgies of the eastern 

1 The Religions of Modern Syria and Palestine. By Frederick Jones Bliss, Ph.D., 
New York: Scribner, 1012. Pp. xiv+354. $1.50. 
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churches. Here the author has worked carefully from the sources, and 
has given us a valuable contribution to the history of liturgies. 

Chapters four to six describe the various aspects of Islam. Here 
the most interesting sections are perhaps those on the Muhammadan 
hagiology and the dervishes. 

The closing chapter describes the results of foreign missionary work 
both educational and religious. Here we have an impartial estimate 
of the work that has been accomplished during the last fifty years. 
Little has been done in the way of making direct converts to Protes- 
tantism, and the Muhammadan community remain still untouched, 
btri. vast results have been achieved through education, in the way of 
lifting the religious and moral life of the old churches, and in awakening 
the desire for political freedom. 

This book is so enlivened with anecdote and illustration that in 
addition to its scientific value it is delightful reading. 

Lewis Bayles Paton 
Hartford Theological Seminary 



THE ODES OF SOLOMON 

The publication in 1909 of the Odes of Solomon by the discoverer 
of the Syriac manuscript which contained them was followed by a 
flood of literature dealing with the various problems to which the Odes 
had given rise. All varieties and shades of opinion were set forth in 
bewildering confusion. With the promise of a second edition 1 it was 
impossible to restrain a certain curiosity as to the effect which the 
critical work of scholars for two years would have on the views advanced 
by Dr. Harris in his first edition. This alone would have secured the 
volume under review a welcome. The author has not disappointed us 
but has addressed himself seriously to his task. In a "Brief Summary 
of Recent Criticisms" he gives careful consideration to what he deems 
the most important matters that had emerged in the discussion. The 
claims of Harnack, Menzies, Bernard, Headlam, Diettrich, Wellhausen, 
and Reinach are examined and criticized. This work is marked by the 
fairness and acuteness which one has come to expect from Dr. Harris. 
He is quick to recognize suggestive lines of thought and is ready to 
show them due respect. But he is of the opinion that some time must 
elapse before "the final grains of truth are gathered from the miscellaneous 

1 The Odes and Psalms of Solomon. Published from the Syriac Version by 
J. Rendel Harris. Cambridge, 1911. 2d edition. Pp.272. 12i.net. 



